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Maka Elbakidze
,The Torment, the Great Illness Which Afflicts Me...“

Summary
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The subject of our present interest is only one conventional motif of Rustaveli's poem - love
(amorous) suffering, which is interpreted as a disease. It is clear, that the individual details of
Rustaveli's conception of love bear a clear imprint of oriental culture (the most obvious example of
this is the reference to the main characters as mijnur, an Arabic word denoting one maddened by
love). We can tell the same about the motif cited above. The suffering of a mijnur (the man in love) is
expressed by the secondary motifs, such as: to be maddened by love; shedding tears of blood; burning
and flaming with an inextinguishable flame of love; to be wounded in the heart; dreaming of death;
ranging. Each of these motifs is often used in oriental love poetry and epic as well as in the

encyclopedic work about the love, such as Ibn Hazm's The Dove's Necklace.

Most of these motifs we can observe in European chivalry romances, particularly, in Chrétien de
Troyes' Arthurian romances. Quite possible, that they made their path to Provence by the influence
of Oriental (Arabic) culture. As a definite concept courtly love developed in the midst of troubadour

love poetry. There-
#71

after it ,moved” to the north of France and was taken over almost unchanged by the French trouvers,
who converted this traditional concept of love into the theoretical background of their chivalry
romances. Love Suffering (as Love Disease) is one of the main motifs of this model (although some
troubadours describe love as suffering but not a disease) which bears not only oriental, but also

Ovidian influence (first of all we mean Ovid's Ars amatoria and Amores).

It must be said, that the conventional motifs, which are typical for oriental as well as for European
love poetry, have a function only of given formulas in Rustaveli's poem and after the literary

conversion have absolutely different interpretation.

The motifs of suffering and a joy, which love gives to the man are not separated in Rustaveli's poem,
on the contrary, they are strongly bounded together. Rustaveli makes an accent not on the strength
and intensity of suffering (as in Tristan & Yseult, Visramiani (Vis O Ramin), Leyli and Majnun), but
he shows the way how to overcome agonizing emotions and how to possess them, how to achieve

perfection and innermost ideals.



